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With

 

its

 

around

 

twenty

 

staff, the

 

planning

 

office

 

Space

 

Syntax moved

 

into

 

a building

 

planned

 

by

 

David Chipperfield

 

in 1986 for

 

CDT, the

 

users

 

at that

 

time. The

 

move

 

provided

 

the

 

opportunity

 

to adapt

 

the

 

rooms

 

to current

 

needs

 

and thus

 

express the

 

company's

 

intrinsic

 

goals. Evidence-based

 

planning

 

of urban projects

 

is

 

the

 

basic

 

service

 

provided

 

by

 

the

 

company

 

and this

 

was also applied

 

to the

 

plans

 

for

 

their

 

own

 

offices, albeit

 

on a small

 

scale. The

 

result

 

is

 

a multiplicity

 

of spaces

 

with

 

open

 

structures. The

 

idea

 

was to create

 

a situation

 

where

 

staff, management, visitors

 

and 
customers

 

would

 

be

 

able

 

to meet, exchange

 

information

 

and concentrate

 

on their

 

work.  in an ideal setting.

 

As the

 

employees

 

engaged

 

in creative

 

work

 

are

 

the

 

company's

 

most

 

valuable

 

asset, 
ten design

 

principles

 

were

 

used

 

as a basis

 

in the

 

case

 

of this

 

(its

 

own) project. In 
addition

 

to the

 

attractive

 

mid-town

 

location, bench

 

workstations

 

with

 

their

 

own

 

hot 
desks, a friendly

 

daylight

 

atmosphere, sufficient

 

storage

 

space, a multifunctional

 

reception

 

and waiting

 

area, ergonomically

 

effective

 

fittings

 

and fixtures, ecological

 

sustainability

 

and an overall

 

non-hierarchical

 

spactial

 

structure

 

are

 

among

 

the

 

advantages

 

achieved.

Entrance

 

(above) and reception

 

area

 

on 1st floor

 

of building

 

(right).  
Photos:  © Philip Vile
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Not all bench

 

workstations

 

have

 

been

 

permanently

 

assigned

 

–

 

some

 

are

 

available

 

as hot desks

 

and are

 

used

 

alternately

 

–

 

by

 

the

 

management

 

staff

 

as well.  

Open structures

 

enable

 

interesting

 

lines

 

of view. 
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Top: Meeting room near

 

reception

 

area. Below: Side view

 

into

 

shared

 

office

 

area

 

furnished

 

with

 

the

 

invitation

 

bench

 

system

 

and 
netwin

 

swivel

 

chairs.
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